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ABSTRAK
Nur Azizah, (10040076), Simile yang Ditemukan dalam Cerpen Karya O
Henry: “The Ransom of Red Chief,The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The
Magi”. Skripsi. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris. STKIP PGRI
Sumatera Barat, Padang 2018.

Majas atau pribahasa ( figurative language) merupakan ungkapan yang
menggunakan perbandingan secara tidak langsung dan bermakna kias. Majas ini
banyak digunakan dalam karya sastra yang salah satunya adalah cerita pendek
atau cerpen.penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui dan menganalisis apa
penanda simile dan makna yang ada di dalam cerpen O Henry “ The Ransom of
Red chief, The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The Magi”.penelitian ini
menggunakan deskriptif yakni metode yang secara nyata dan menggambarakan
majas simile yang terdapat dalam cerpen. Data diperoleh dari ungkapan majas
simile yangg di temukan dalam tiga cerpen tersebut. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian
ini peneliti menemukan 9 data yang menggunakan majas simile yang mana dalam
data tersebut 8 data menggunakan penanda like dan 1 data menggunakan penanda
as.Dapat disimpulakan penanda dalam penelitian ini adalah like.

Kata Kunci:Bahasa Kiasan, Simile, Cerita Pendek
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

A. Backround of the Problem
Short story is short a piece of fiction with feature one central conflict. It
needs to develop with series of action until the climax of the problem then the
problem should get the resolution. Commonly, short story is a brief story
which is centered on one or two characters in story and show the life of those
characters in story and concentrated in one problem. To support the research of
this study, the researcher has collected some English short stories. The
researcher read those short stories first and decided the good one of the short
stories which is qualified to the main focus of this research. There is why the
researcher feels curious to study and to do the research on the use of figurative
language in short story.
Figurative language is language usefull to express that used words or
expressions with a meaning that is different from literal interpretation.
figurative language is usedto give expression,to afford readers imaginative
pleasure of literary works,It is used in any form of communication and
meaning of figurative language. It is not only has one meaning but also another
meaning, there are many types of figurative language such as: metaphor,
simile, personification,allegory, imagery, antithesis, hyporbole, and etc.
Generally, a significant body of research on figurative attempt to offer a
comprehensive model and the types .Simile is a figure of speech that makes a
comparision, showing similarities between two different things unlike a
1
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methapor a simile draws resemblane with the help of the words ‗like‘, ‗so‘ or
‗as‘, therefore it is direct comparison. For example ‗‘you head as hard as a
rock‘‘.
By doing the research, the researcher hopes that this research can give
description about figurative language in short story. In this research, the
researcher chooses three short stories with title “The ransom of red chief, the
little match girl and The gift of the magi’’ by O Henry because these short
stories contains some sentences in form of figurative language and the story of
those three short stories is interesting. That is why the researcher chooses
those three short stories by O Henry. Furthermore, O Henry is the famous
writer from America who has produced a lot of novels and short stories. Not
only that, O Henry also has got much admired of his creation.
Researcher found some short stories that use the simile expression by
william sidney porter bit his pen name is O Henry he was an american short
strory writer the O Henry reward can be seen one of the great master of short
story the collection is called the PEN/ O Henry prize stories in partnership with
the PEN american center states that O Henry is generally considered a creative
genious and he had award, some of notable include the PEN / saul bellow
Award for achievement in american fiction, dam day / PEN emerging writing
Award and Hora Magid Award for magazine editing.
The short stories will be researched by researcher are The Ransom of Red
Chief, The little Match Girl and The Gift of The Magi.Furthemore The Ransom
of Red Chief tell about in which two men kidnap a boy of ten. The boyturns out
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to be so bratty and obnoxious that the desperate men ultimately pay the boy‘s
father $250to make him back. Next, The little match girl has story about a poor
little girl, bareheaded and with naked feet. So the little maiden walked on with
her tiny naked feet, that were quite red and blue from cold, she carried a
quantity of matches in old apron and she held a bundle of them in her hand.
Her little hands were almost numbedwith cold a match might afford her a
world of comfort if she only dared take a single one out of the bundle, draw it
againts the wall and warm her fingers by it. She lighted another match now
there she eas sitting under the most magnificent Christmas tree,thousands of
lights were burning on the green branches and gaily colered pictures such as
she had seen in the shop windows looked down upon her . The last, The Gift of
The Magi tell about a young couple who are short of money but desperately
want to buy each other Christmas gifts Unbeknownst to jim, Della sells her
most valuable possession, her beautiful hair, in order to buy a platinum fob
chain for jim‘s watch; while unbeknownst to Della, jim sells him own most
valuable possession, his watch, to buy jeweled combs for Della‘s hair.
Based on explanation the researcher concludes that figurative language is
language that uses words or expressions with a meaning that is different from
literal interpretation and many type of figurative language, so it can stimulate
readers‘ imagination and increase knowledge, and in the figurative language
can be used in short stories because in short stories we can see what are the
types.figurative language is the meaning of a words not only literally meaning
but have the other meaning which producess with exaggretion,
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undertatement,comparison, contradiction or image that make words or
sentences.
B. Identification of the Problem
Based on the background of the problem above in short story there are
many types of figurative language expression that are used while the language
of short story should be easily understood by readers. However people still
confusing related to use figurative language expression can be outside. Then,
for avoiding the confusing of people, the researcher tries analyze the types of
figurative language in short stories and considering. Figurative language
expression can simulate readers imagination and increase knowladge about the
using figurative language expression in short stories The Ransom of Red Chief,
The Little Match Girl,and The Gift of The Magi by O Henry.

C. Limitation of the Problem
Based on identification of the problem above, the researcher limits the
problem of the research only focus the analyze on simile of figurative language
about the type of figurative language expression found in short storiesThe
Ransom of Red Chief, The Little Match Girl,and The Gift of The Magiby
O‘Henry.
D. Formulation of the Problem
Based on the formulation of the researcher above, the researcher
formulates the problem of the research as follow‖ what are the simile
expression found on O Henry short stories‘‘.
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E. Research Questions
Based on the formulation of the research above, the researcher
formulates the research question as follow:
1. What are the simile marker found on the O Henry short stories?
2. What are the meaning of sentence found on O Henry short stories?
F. The Purpose of The Research
Based on the research question, the purpose of the research is to found
simile expression of figurative language in short stories The Ransom of The
Chief, The Little Match Girl,and The Gift OF the Magi by O Henry. Then, the
researcher also will analyze meaning of simile expression in short stories The
Ransom of The Chief, The Little Match Girl, and The Gift of The Magi by O
Henry.
G. Significance of the Research
Figurative language expression are often applied in the utterance of daily
conversation and also in literary work like short story. Because of that, a study
of figurative language should be conducted. Concerning to the theory that will
be explained in this study, by doing this research can give contribution to the
writer in order to understand about analyze simile in O Henry short stories. The
researcher wished the result of the research can give some advantages for the
readers who are interested in short story, moreover for english department
students this research can give contribution on how to make analyze simile on
short story and for another researcher can use this material as comparison and
reference materials for the next research with the same subject.
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H. Definition of The Key Terms
To avoid misunderstanding, the key term of the research are described as
below:
1. Simile

: Simile is a figure of speech that makes a comparison ,
showing similarities between two different things unlike a
metaphor a simile draws resemblance with the help of the
words ‗like‘, ‗so‘ or ‗as‘, therefore it is direct comparison.

2. Short story

: A brief story which is

centered on one

or two

characters in thestory that concentrated in one problem
insides. The short story that will be researchedby
researcher are The Ransom of Red Chief, The Little Match
Girl,and The Gift of The Magi
3. O‘Henry

: The writer of short stories that will be researched
byresearcher. He is one of
America.

the famous writers From
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
In this chapter, the researcher will review about theories that related with
the object of this research, the researcher will explain about contextual meaning,
figurative language and short story, the last explanation is about the conceptual
framework of this researcher in order to make readers misunderstanding about the
research.
A. Figurative Language
Commonly, people who work at literature field use figurative language in
their writing more interesting for readers. Figurative language is usually found
at literary texts, newspaper, magazines, and in daily conversation. At this point,
the researcher will explore the concept of figurative language and types of
figurative language as below:
According to Manser (2008:155) figurative language is used to present
something more vividly to the reader‘s imagination, and his or her
understanding than would be possible through the use of literal language alone.
It means that the using of figurative language to make readers more understand
about the information in the sentences.
Moreover, Honeck in Carrol (2008:141) figurative language that means
one thing literally but is taken to mean something different. It means that
sentence in form of figurative language has another meaning besides the literal
meaning. The information that is given by the speaker is not like what he or she
talking, but the sentence refers to something else.
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Furthemore, Smith (2009:69) states about figurative language is language
that contains figures of speech. In order to understand it, you must use your
imagination. It means that when the readers read or hear language that contains
of figures of speech, they must use her imagination to understand it. Because,
the meaning of language in figurative form is refers to another thing that do not
tell in the sentences.
However, Angel (2009: 87) states that figurative language is the creative
use of language to convey meaning beyond the literal sense. It refers to the use
of language to give information vividly in another way to the listernes softly.
This language make listener to use their deep understanding in analyzing the
information that is given by speaker to avoid misunderstanding, because the
information that is given by speaker not portray thought what is listener heard.
From those definitions about figurative language above, the researcher
concludes that figurative language is the language which has meaning not only
literal meaning but also connotative meaning. The language is presented in
unusual ways, so the language can be more interesting for the readers. Then,
this language can stimulate reader‘s imagination.
B. Simile
Simile is figurative language is figures of thought types that compare two
word but there is a connection between them with some characteristic words or
signal. According to Angel (2009:88) explains that simile is very similar to a
metaphor in that also makes a comparison between two entites to create
descriptive image. It means that figure of speech of simile is compared to
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unlike thing by using word ‗’like’’ or ‘’as’’ in making the comparison. It
concludes taht figure of speech of simile is compared two unlike thing by using
word ‘’like’’ or ‘’as’’ to make the comparison clear and easy to determine that
is language in form of simile.
Then, Evan Carter (2014:277) states that simile is like metaphor,
compares two similar entites, however, unlike a metaphor, a simile uses the
words ‗’like’’ or ‘’as’’ than to express the point of similarity in the two
things compared. It means that figurative language in form of simile also use
word ‗’like or ‘’as’’ than to express the comparison in the sentence.
Next, Smith (2008:69) simile is a type of metaphor that uses writers use
word ‘’like’’,’’as’’,or ‘’as if’’ in making sentence in form of metaphor.
Because this comparison make easy to determine the objectwith figures of
speech that taught by the writers. For example she is like a doll.
Furthemore, Adam and Palterson (2008:197) explain simile is another
from figurative language it is like a metaphor, compares one thing with another
but uses word ‘like’ or ‘as’. It explains that simile is same with metaphor a
comparison, but in metaphor not use word ‗like‘ or ‗as‘ whereas simile uses
that word ‘like’ or ‘as’.
The last. Milhorn(2006:64) says that simile is a figure of speech that
involves a direct between two unlike things, usually with the words ‘like’ or
‘as’ the meaning simile is a comparison of two diffrent things directly.
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Based explanation simile is figures of speech which compared two unlike
things. It almost same with metaphor but simile use word ‘’like’’ ‘’as’’, or ‘’as
if’’ to compared those things.
C. The marker of simile
According to Almana (2016:112) simile is a figurative expression
used to describe something by comparing it with something else, using
comparison marker, such as ‗like‘, ‗as‘, and so forth.
a.

Like
According to Granger and Meunier (2008:127) says three patterns of

marker like in simile as follow:
No

Marker

Pattern

Example

1

Like

is like a(n)

Her face is like a rose

2

Like

is like Verb-ing
a(n)

3

Like

Verb like a(n)

Learning to relax is like pulling a
plug at the bottom of your stress
glass, gradually the tension and
stress drain away
Desire licked like a flame at her
senses, sending dangerous signals
to her brain

The first pattern is the favorite among the theoriticians, a sort of
prototype of a simile. The characteristics of the first example is using word
―like”, before like using ―is” after word like is ―a” after that using
―noun (n)”. The meaning of the first example is she has beautiful face. The
second pattern is minor category, often preceded by a form of BE, has an ingconstruction after the preposition. The characteristics of the second example
is using word “like” before like using “is” after like using ―V+ing” after
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that “a” and the last “noun(n)”. The meaning of the second example is learn
to relax can create stress and tension disappear. The last pattern, there are two
subcategories depending on the verb. The predicative category consists of the
perception verbs (look, sound, feel, smell). The characteristics in the last
example is using word “like‖, before “like” using “Verb”, after like using
“a” and “noun‖. The meaning of the last example desire licked is dangerous
signals in brain.
Furthermore, Veale et al (2016:81) the pattern of like in simile as
follow:
No

Marker

Pattern

Example

1

Like

[B+ing] like a [Verb]

He is crying like a baby

―[B+ing] like a [V]‖ can be used to form a set of web queries, where
[B] denotes a single verb like cry, [B+ing] denotes its present continuous
form (e.g., crying) and [V] again denotes a single noun vehicle. The
characteristics simile in the example above is using word “like”, before using
“V+ing (continuous)”,after word “like” using “a” and “single noun”. The
meaning of that example is he cries so hard and aloud.
b.

As
Moreover , Granger (2008:134) states that the pattern of as in simile

as follow:
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No

Marker

Pattern

Example

1

As

asAdj/Advas

- her smile was as bright as it
star
- the color of her teeth is as
yellow as key old piano

The correlative as serves as the frame for both adjectives and adverbs,
which make up the grounds for the comparison, as in as bright as – as yellow
as. The main difference between the two sub patterns is obviously that one
functions as a complement, the other as an Adverbial. The characteristic of
simile in the first example above is using ―as‖. After that using ―Adj” and
the last is “as”. The meaning of the first example is Someone is friendly
always simle. The last example before and after “as” using “Adv”. The
meaning of the second example is he have dirty teeth.
In addition,Halliday and Hasan in Rahadiansyah (2015:28) there are
different simile markers used in English from the simple kinds to the complex
ones: ―like‖, ―as‖, ―as...as‖, ―as if/though‖, ―just like/as‖ and others;
―as‖ and ―like‖ are considered as the most recurrently used marker.
The last,Veale et al (2016:80) the pattern of indicator as is
No

Marker

Pattern

Example

1

As

as [P] as a [V]

As busy as a bee

―as [P] as a [V]‖ can be used to form web queries, where [P] donates
a single adjectival property, [V] denotes a single noun (or lexicalized
compound), and either or both can be replaced with a wildcard operator. The
characteristic of that example is using “as”, after that continue by using
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“single adjective (P)” after that “as” than “nouon (n)” the last is ―single
noun (V)”. The meaning of that example is comparing someones level of
energy to a fast flying bee.
In conclusion, the pattern of marker as and marker like in simile
having variation. The marker like in simile labeled using single verb, single
Noun, V+ing. Then, the marker As in simile labeled using Adj/Adv and
Noun. In marker As using Adj most frequent to find than using Adv.
Meanwhile, in marker like using is like a(n) marker most frequent to find than
other pattern. The researcher chose the theory by Granger.
D. Meaning
In communication meaning of a word or sentences is important because it
will affect people in understanding the message that conveyed by aspeaker or
writer. meaning is the main objectivein linguistic, because the purpose of
getting understand natural meaning from source language for target language.
According to william (2004:98) state the meaning are something that
construt using the properties of linguisticelements as partial clus, along side
non linguistic knowladge, information available from contex. It means that
meaning by the word ,phrase and a person wants to express their meaning by
using the words,sign in awork of writing and art.
Moreover, Riemer (2010:3) defines that meaning is the heart of
language, language without meaning would be like having hung without air. It
means that meaning is central in language. Without knowing the meaning of an
uttarances, it is difficult to identify the separates word which constitute it.
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In addition, Griffth(2006:1) meaning is brances linguistic which include
semantic and pragmatics two main brances of the linguistic. It means that,
meaning is the study about linguistic which explained semantic and pragmatic
in linguistic field.
From explanation above, it can be conclude that meaning is important in
language use in order to get information what the speakers says and human
being have natural propensity to make meaning.
E. Short Story
People who work in leterary field had made a lot of creation such as
novel, poetry, poem, and short story. In this research, the researcher focuses on
analysis short story. In this point, the researcher explained about the definition
of short story, and characteristic of short story
1. The Nature of Short Story
Short story is a story that can be read in one moment and do not have
a lot of conflict in the story. It concentrates in one problem in the story.
There are some definitions of short story by the expert.
According to Lyon (2004:39) short story is complete into itself even
those as long as ten thousand words, the ‗outer limit‘ short stories feature
one central conflict. The development around that conflict usually rises in
dramatic intensity, leading to single crisis and the limacx. It means that the
story express one central conflict usually rises in dramatictintensity then go
to the climacx and get the resolution or resolve. It also can be called that
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story do not have a lot of conflict, just focus on one conflict in the story
with a long among ten thousand words.
Baiz (2007:17) states that short story is brief story which is centered
on one or two character and concentrated on one problem in the story. It
means that the story should be brevety, than has one or two character in the
story and contentrate with one problem. So there is no much of the conflict
in the short story not like novel which has a lot of conflict.
The last, kramer (2008:39) explain that a short story is awork of
fiction which varies in length and has not yet a clear distinction among
professional writers, it usually writen proseand narative format. In other
words, short story is kind of fiction literary that writen in prose from or
narrative format and has various lenght or duration of story.
From those definition about short stories above, the researcher
conclude that short story is a short a piece of fiction which concerned with
single conflict that will face by one or two characters in the short story then
the conflict usually rises in dramatic intensiry, leading to single crisis and
the climax until get resolution of conclusion.
2. Characteristic of short story
A short story usually has same characteristic with a novel there are
some between them.
According to Kramer (2008:3) explain same characteristics of a short
story as follow:
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1. A short story has point of view that means who is seeingthe event of
the story. In other words point of view is one of the characteristics of
the short story where it is the third person or someone who are
observing or seeing the event or problem in the short story.
2. The begining can be designed either with introduction or exposition or
the reader will be thrown directly into the action of the story. It can be
said that a short story is started with and introduction of the story so
the redears can feel and understand about the story.
3. Plot is series of event put together to make a complete story. It means
that generally plot is include one of the characteristics of literaray
works like novel and short story
4. Framing devices that help to increase the credibility of a short story
has the elements that can increase the belief of story.it means a short
story has point of view a person who is seeing the events of the story,
the begining it can be designed with the introduction or exposition so
the readers can be interested into action of the story, plot series of
event that experienced by the main character.
In addition,Dood (2011:78) explain that a short story has similar
characteristics to a novel, but it usually focuses on one or two character the
setting is usually one or a very few places. The end of the short story is
usually something is poignont or at least pointed. Short story usually focus
on one major theme and develop it througt the setting and eyes and
experiences of the main character.
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The last Puteh (2002:10), he states that short stories has some
characteristics as follow:
a. The short story should brevity, unity and intensity. Because those are the
main point that should be in short story, if there is no those characteristic
(brevity, unity, intensity), it can‘t be called as short story but long story
or novel.
b. Short story just has one the main character which tend to the scene of the
story. Because this actor who will pass all of the conflict that happened in
the story, not only that the character of the actor will cover the story
itself.
c. Language that used in the short story must be incisive, suggestive and
alert to make readers attract with the story and not make readers boring.
Moreover, the effect of the story will stimulate reader‘s imagination or
reader‘s mind to imagine the situation of the short story.
d. It should give one interesting impression. Short story should make
readers get feeling after reading the short story. It makes the readers keep
reading the short story of the same writer. Indirectly, make the writers
proof their writing skill and make writers reproduce the new short story.
e. Only have single situation in the short story. So the story will began and
ending with one situation. If there are more than one situation in the short
story, it will make the story become long and can‘t be called as short
story.
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f. Short story presents the single conflict or incident to be the main point in
the story. From that conflict the story is began. Until the story go to
climax and get the resolution then ending for the conflict or problem
itself.
g. The first accident in the short story will be the main point of the story. It
will cover the all story that is talking about from beginning until the end.
h. The storyline should give the emotion to the readers and become the
reason why the readers attract to the story. Indeed, when the writers have
good story but the way they report the story is not interesting, it is
useless.
i. Short story must present one emotion and one main idea.
j. After reading short story the readers must feel something or they must
get impression of all of the storyline that have read by them.
From those explanation above it can be conclude that short story has
several characteristic. First a short story onlly focus on one or two character
very view the setting and one problem. Second, short story has point of
view or someone who are seeing the event of the story. third, a short story
has aplot that tell a series of events that happened to the main character and
the solution of the story.
F. Context
Expression meaning by using language can not be seperated from the
context. However the context will be make to choice of words and put into
certain situation of language itself because the contextwill reveal the meaning
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without discuss the context the meaning of the language that is used.According
to Edwards (1997:122), context can be defined as the surrounding speech or
text. This definition can be added context is the surrounding circumstances and
it includes of person, time and place in which the discourse is created.
In other hand, Van (2008:4) explains that context is like other human
experiences at each situation such experience define how the people act it. In
other word, context is situation where the people can be make the
communication what they look out and happen and then, they can conclude the
situation according by themselves.
The last, Hymes in Thouesy and Linda (2011:56)uses the word
SPEAKING this model is explained as follow:
1. The Setting and Scene (S)
Scene is the psychological setting or curtural defenition of a scene,
including characteristic such as range of formality and scene of play or
seriousness. It means that theplay or seriousness between characters in the
short stories.
2. Participants (P)
Participan include various combination of speakers – listener,
addresor – addressee, or sender – receiver. For this participant includethe
writer and also the reader. It is significant to the situation. For this research,
participant is the reader in this short stories.
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3. Ends (E)
Ends refer to what are the reader want to get from the information of
short stories.
4. Act Sequence (A)
Act Sequence refers to the actual form and content of the short stories
itself.
5. Key (K)
Key refers to the tone, manner, or spirit. In this situation include how
the advertaisment makes the style in the slogan. It means that the way of
reader in reading the information by using good intonation, manner and
spirit in reading the short stories
6. Instrumentalities (I)
Instrumentalities refers to the style and form, for this situation
instrumentalities can foundwhat style of the slogan that used in short stories.
7. Norms of interaction (N)
Norm of interaction refer to the social rules governing the event and
the participant reaction. It means that in this situation the participant will
establish the idiomatic expression in the short stories.
8. Genres (G)
It is the kind of speech act event. It means that what situation the
participants do interaction because genre will affect the other elements and
so do the other elements.
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In conclusion, context is a human situation. It can be said that context is
a condition or situation where people can make the including refers to what
they are thinking, saying, and feeling by placing the relation to another event,
condition, or background of the problem or event itself. In this case, the
researcher would not analyze the simile expression.
G. Review of Related Findings
In this research, the researcher showed the previous studies that related
withresearch from Benzoukh Halima (2006) with the tittle The use of Simile in
Charles Dickens’ novel hard times.The present study, A total of four chapters,
attempts to investigate the use of simile in charles dickens‘ novel hard time .
this investigation aims at laying a finger on dickens‘ overuse of simile in the
novel, foccusing on itd structure and meaning. This present work is devided
into four chapters. Chapter one presents a theoritical bakground where thefocus
is on two linguistic devices metaphor and simile. The teoritical bakground is
the source from which the basic working made of simile in the present study is
derived.Dickens‘ overuses simile in the novel to describe his fictional places
his people, their actions and feelings. All in all, this inquiry reveals that this
linguistic device operates in an active manner and that the decoration‘s view
need more reconsideration.
Furthemore, related with research from Muhammad Ainor Rafiq (2015)
the title the analysis of simile in pearl of lina by anchee min .The purpose of
this research is to find out the most dominant types and meanings of simile that
found in pearl of lina novel. The data source in this research is the novel that
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written by anchee min pearl of china and the data is the simile sentence by in
the novel. The research method was descriptive qualitative based on the result
of the analysis first, the writer found 87 simile in all chapter, second the writer
found two types of simile which divided into four simile markers. Third, the
types of simile influence to the meaning of simile.
The last, researcher report by Mahcene Sabiha (2013) with the titleThe
use of simile in William Golding’s novel lord of flies.The present attempts to
study the use of simile in william golding‘s novel lordof flies. The research is
the devided into four chapter. Chapter one presents a general survey on
figurative language simile which is main concern in this inquiry. Chapter two
provides some theories of simile. Some of these theories are attributed fishlove
(1993) aristoteles (1406) chapter three higlight a critical review on lord of the
flies. Some simile markers will be discussed to find out syntatic structure of
simile and its meaning golding overuses simile in the novel in order to describe
his fictional plates, his people their actions and feelings. All in all, this inquiry
shows that this linguistic device has a specific fuction in enriching the language
and giving it a special decoration.
The research found three have been frequency differences among all
figures speech, all of the research above talked about simile and meaning.
Generally they found simile and meaning based on their contain their research
and then this research is going to analyze the land of simile in short stories.
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In this research, the researcher ,look the data of short story by O Henry,
the researcher found simile word and meaning in this research the researcher
also used context to know simile word and meaning in O Henry short story.
So, based on the relevant studies above,the purpose of this research analyze of
simile words,in this research researcher find result simile words in short story.
H. Conceptual Framework
In this research, the researcher will analyze simile in O Henry short
stories. The conceptual framework can be seen in figure 1.

O Henry Short Story

Figurative Language

Simile

Meaning

Simile Marker

Like

As

Analysis

Finding
Figure 1: Conceptual Framework
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Based on the conceptual framework above, it can be understood that the
researcher will identity the marker of simile ( as and like ) and analyze the
meaning of simile expression that found in O Henry short stories with the title
The Ransom of Red Chief, The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The Magi. The
researcher choose those stories because they are interesting and imaginative
after read those stories, the researcher will find the sentences that have simile
expression underline. It then the researcher will identify the simile marker and
analyze the meaning the sentence that contain simile expression by dictionary.
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CHAPTER III
RESEARCH METHOD
In a study, a method is needed to get a valid result,this chapter about
discusses about research design, metode of the research, source of the
data,technique data collection and tecnique of data analysis.
A. Research Design
The kind of this study is qualitative research that design in descriptive
research. The qualitative approach is based on Houser (2008:344). Descriptive
research studies are focused on describing condition as they exist. It means that
the researcher explain the subject of the research detaily.
This study used a descriptive qualitative method to study the problem
because this study has purpose to describe and explain the meaning of sentence
and then analyze the simile expression used in O Henry short stories.
B. Object of the research
The source of data of this study was taken from the O Henry short story.
The researcher analyzes of simile expression found in the short stories with
title The Ransom of Red Chief,The Little Match Girl, and The Gift of The Magi.
C. Instrumentation
Instrumentation is needed to collect the data. According to Gay and
Airasian (2000:145) define that instrument is a tool or something that used
collect the data. It means that istrument as facilities to raise the data. Because
the researcher only takes a document analysis from short story by O henry as a
source data.
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Table 3.1 indicator of simile expression
No

1

Types of figurative
Language

Indicator

1. Simile

Comparison two
unlike
thing
using
word
‗‘like‘‘,
‗‘as‘‘,
or ‗‘as if‘‘

2. Simile
Marker

Using word like
and as

Example

Your dream
as
high as a kite
Her cheeks are red
like a rose
They ran as if for
their lives
He is like
a
chameleon
as strong as an ox

D. Technique of Data Collection
In collection the data, there are three method of data collection is
document analysis. According to Martella et al (2013:314) document analysis
is a popular methods of data collection for qualitative research when the data
will be presented as a permanent product. In this research , the researcher chose
document analysis method because the data will be taken from three short story
by O Henry. In this activity the researcher follow some steps. First, the
researcher read those short stories to find out simile sentences. After that the
researcher collected all sentences that contain simile by underlining them.
Then, all of the data will be write on a note book.
In collecting the sentences in from of simile expression the researcher
used the indicator of simile in figurative language.
E. Technique of Data Analysis
After collecting the data,the researcher thinks to the next step, that is
analyzing the data.According to Miles and Huberman (2014:11) there are
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threeof data analysis data: data reduction, data display and drawing and
verification conclusion.
1. Data Reduction
At this stage, researcher classified the data of simile words that found in the
short story in other word. The researcher made the grouping data based on
the simile expression, data reduction is a form of data analysis to make
sharp and focus with the resultcan be easyto conclude.
2. Data Display
In this stage, the researcher presents information that has been classified of
simile expression. In the other hand,researcher presents the data from
analysis to describe the objects of research that have been found in the
previous stage.
3. Drawing and Verifying Conclusion
The last stage of analysis activity was conclusion drawing and verification.
The researcher drew the conclusion based on organized information
inductively and brief review to the field notes to get necessary data with
long argument or sentence then review among collegues to get the accurate
data.
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CHAPTER IV
RESEARCH FINDING
In this chapter, the researcher analyzed and described the data in order to
find the result. The research analysis will answer the research quastion that was
formulated inprevious chapter.
A. Data description
In this research, the researcher presented simile expression in short
story. There were two simile marker that explained by some expert, the
researcher taken three short story by O‘Henry with the tittle The Ransom of
Red Chief, The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The Magi. Based on the
researcher classified to marker and the meaning of simile which exist in the
short story.
The researcher took three short story by O Henry a short story entitled
The Ransom of Red Chief which mean that two men kidnap a boy of ten, the
boy turn out to be so bratty and obnoxious that the desperate men ultimately
pay the boy‘s father $250 to make him back.
The data of simile found in this story as follow:
Table 4.1 simile expression in The Ransom of Red Chief
No

Data of simile expression

Page

1.

That boy put up a fight like a welter-weight cinnamon bear

46

2.

I dodged,and heard a heavy thud and a kind of a sigh from Bill like a

49

horse gives out when you take his saddle off
3.

Bill gets downon his all fours and look comes in eye like a rabbit‘s

52

when you catch it in trap
4.

As tight as a leech to Bill‘s leg

28

55
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Second, the short story with the title The Little Match Girl tell about a
poor little girl, bareheaded and with naked feet. So the little maiden walked on
with her tiny naked feet, that were quite red and blue from cold, she carried a
quantity of matches in old apron and she held a bundle of them in her hand.
Her little hands were almost numbedwith cold a match might afford her a
world of comfort if she only dared take a single one out of the bundle, draw it
againts the wall and warm her fingers by it. She lighted another match now
there she eas sitting under the most magnificent Christmas tree,thousands of
lights were burning on the green branches and gaily colered pictures such as
she had seen in the shop windows looked down upon her .
Table 4.2 Simile Expression in The Little Match Girl
No. Data of simile Expression
1.

She drew one out ‗‘Rischt‘‘ how it blazed, how it burn! It was a

Page
58

warm bright flame like a candle as she held her hands over it. It
was a wonderfull light
2.

There the wall became tranparent like veil

58

The last short story with tittle The Gift of The Magi tell about a young
couple who are short of money but desperately want to buy each other
Christimas gift unbeknownst to jim. Della sells her most valuable posession
her beautiful hair, in order to buy a platinum fob chain for jim‘s watch while
unbeknownst to Della, jim sells him own most valuable possession his watch
to buy jeweled combs for Della‘s hair.
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Table 4.3 Simile Expression in The Gift of The Magi
No Data of simile Expression
1.

Della‘s beautiful hair fell about her rippling and shining like a

Page
61

cascade of brown waters
2.

Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny. Close lying

62

curls her look wonderfully like a coney island chorus girl
3.

Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried

65

B. Data Analysis
Data analysis is one of the most important things in the research. Data
analysis was conducted by researcher to find out the answers of research
questions. Based on explanation in chapter III or method of research explained
how to analyze the data. In this case, the researcher analyzed data using simile
marker such as: like and as. Then researcher analyzed the use of simile in O
Henry short story.
1. Simile Marker
According to Almana (2016:112) simile is a figurative expression
used to describe something by comparing it with something else, using
comparison marker, such as like, as and so forth. The marker of simile are
like and as. In this research the researcher found 8 using marker like and 1
using marker as. In determine the simile marker, the researcher used theory
Granger and Meunier (2008:127) and Veale at al (2016:80). The following
was the analyze of each simile marker.
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a. Like
Based on theory in chapter II to Granger and Meunier
(2008:127) says three patterns of marker like in simile: is like a(n), is like
V-ing a(n), V like a(n). Furthermore, Veale et al (2016:81) the pattern of
like in simile is [B+ing] like a [V]. Where [B] denotes a single verb like
cry, [B+ing] denotes its present continuous form (e.g., crying) and [V]
again denotes a single noun vehicle. In O Henry short story especially in
three short story. Researcher found 8 similes using marker Like in three
short story. Those short story are The Ransom of Red Chif,The Match
Girl and The Gift of The Magi. The analysis and description of them can
be seen on below:
Table 4.4 : Data of Like Findings
No Title
Simile

Datum

Page

1

The Ransom That boy put up a fight like a
of Red Chief weight cinnamon bear
I dodged, and heard a heavy
thud and a kind of a siggh from
Bill like a horse give out when
you take his saddle off
Bill get down on his all
fours,and look comes in his eye
like a rabbit‘s when you catch
it in a trap
The
Little She drew one ‗‘Rischt‘‘ how it
Match Girl
blazed, how it burn! It was a
warm bright flame like a
candle as she held her hands
over it. It was a wonderful light

Datum 1

46

Datum 2

49

Datum 3

52

Datum 1

58

There the wall became
transparent like a veil
The
Gift of Della‘s beautiful hair fell about
The Magi
her rippling and shining like a
cascade of brown waters

Datum 2

58

Datum 1

61

2

3
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Within forty minutes her head
Datum 2
was covered with tiny. Close
lying
curls
her
look
wonderfully like a coney island
chorus girl
Della leaped up like a little
Datum 3
singed cat and cried

62

65

The data from short story with title The Ransom of Red Chief
Datum 1
That boy put up a fight like a welter- weight cinnamon bear
v like
n
In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like.this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖ The structure of like
simile above used word fight as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with welter-weight as noun (n).
The meaning of the expression above the boy had a fight for throwing
stones at the kitten on the opposite fence and asking if the boy wanted to keep
a bag of candy and he picked up the Bill with a piece of brick.
Datum 2
I dodged, and heared a heavy thud and kind of a siggh from Bill like a horse
gives v like n
out when you take his saddle off.
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In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like.this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖.The structure of like
simile above used word Bill as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with horse as noun (n).
The meaning of the expression above the boy heard a thud when they
heard some war battle and he loosened his body and fell into the fire above the
frying pan when he heard the sound.
Datum 3
Bill get down on his all fours, and look comes in his eye like a rabbit when you
v
like
n
catch it in a trap.
In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like.this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖ The structure of like
simile above used word his eye as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with rabbit as noun (n).
The meaning of the expression above how long they would get the
scheme and the Bill had to lower his hands and mouth so he could go up to
stockade.
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The data from short story with the tittle the little match girl
Datum 1
She drew one out. "Rischt!" how it blazed, how it burnt! It was a warm, bright
flame like a candle as she held her hands over it: it was a wonderful light.
v

like

n

In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like.this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖ The structure of like
simile above used word flame as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with candle as noun (n).
The meaning of expression above her little hands were almost numbed
with cold it seemed brass feet and a brass ornament at top. The fire burned with
such blessed influence ,it warmed so delightfully.
Datum 2
There the wall became tranfarent like a veil
v like n
In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like.this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖ The structure of like
simile above used word tranfarent as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with veil as noun (n).
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The meaning of the expression above she rubbed another againts the
wall it burned brightly, on the table was spread a snow white tablecloth upon it
was a splendid porcelain servic, and the roast goose was steaming famously
with its stuffing of apple and dried plums.
The data from short story with title The Gift of The Magi
Datum 1
―So now Della‘s beatiful hair fell about her rippling and shining like a cascade
v like
n
of brown waters‖

In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like. this datum used theory by Granger and
Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb like a (noun)‖. The structure of like
simile above used word shining as verb (v), after that used marker like as the
marker of simile, next continue with cascades as noun (n).
The meaning of the expression above Della very sad because her
beutiful hair has been can not as beautifull as before, she collected her hair for
sale to Madame for jim.
Datum 2
― Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny. Close lying curl that
made her look wonderfully like a coney island chorus girl‖
v

like

n
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In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like. This datum used marker like. this
datum used theory by Granger and Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb
like a (noun).The structure of like simile above used word wonderfully as verb
(v), after that used marker like as the marker of simile, next continue with
coney as noun (n).
The meaning of the expression above Della fear if Jim know that has
been cut because if Jim know he will be noisy and angry for Jim,Della willing
to sell his hair to buy gift for Jim in christmas day.
Datum 3
―And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried‖
v
like
n
In this datum it use figurative language that is simile, because that
compare two unlike things. The characteristics of simile is using marker like
and as, this sentence using marker like. This datum used marker like. This
datum used theory by Granger and Meunier (2008:127), using marker ―Verb
like a (noun)‘‘.The structure of like simile above used word Della leaped up as
verb (v), after that used marker like as the marker of simile, next continue with
little singed cat and cried as noun (n).
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The meaning of the expression above Della is very happy because her hair
grows so fast and Jim seen the beautiful look back with her beatiful hair.
b. As
Based on theory in chapter II to Granger and Meunier (2008:127)
says three patterns of marker as in simile: as Adj/Adv as. Furthermore,
Veale et al (2016:81) the pattern of like in simile is as [P] as a [V]. [P]
donates a single adjectival property, [V] denotes a single noun (or
lexicalized compound), and either or both can be replaced with a wildcard
operator. In O Henry short story especially in three short story. Researcher
found 1 similes using marker as in three short story. Those sort story are
The Ransom of Red Chief. The analysis and description of them can be seen
on bellow:
Table 4.5 : Data of As Findings
No Title
Simile

Datum

Page

1

Datum 1

56

The Ransom of
Red Chief

As tight as a leech to Bill‘s
leg

The data from short story with title The Ransom of Red Chief
Datum 1
As tight as a leech to Bill‘s leg
as adj as

In this datum is simile, because that compare two unlike things.
The characteristics of simile is using marker like and as..This datum using
marker as. The structure of this datum used theory by Granger and Meunier
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(2008:127), using marker as Adj/Adv as.The characteristic in this datum
found marker as as the marker of simile, after that tight as adjective (adj)
than continued by using marker as.
The meaning of the expression above the boy knew that he was left at
home he tied it fast to the foot of the Bill and how long he could hold it
because his father had peeled his plaster.
C. Findings
After collecting and analyzing the data, the researcher found The
research question had been answered by source of data. It was the

short

stories especially the first chapter. The researcher analyzed the first chapter
of the short story to answer the research question about what are the simile
marker and meaning

of simile expression found on O Henry short story

―The Ransom of Red Chief, The Cop and The Match Girl and The Gift of
The Magi”. The researcher found 2 marker of simile in O Henry based on
context from Granger and Meunier (2008:127) and Veale et al (2016:81),
there are ―Like‖ and ―As‖. They were 8 data using marker ―like‖, and 1 data

using marker ―as‖. In order to know the clearly explanation, the occurance
of simile marker performed follow:
Simile marker

a. Like
Based on theory in chapter II Granger and Meunier (2008:127) says
three the patterns of marker ―like‖ in simile: is like a(n), is like V-ing a(n),

39

V like a(n). Meanwhile Veale et al (2016:81) state the pattern of marker
―like‖ is [B+ing] like a [V]. In this research, the researcher found 6 data
using marker like. There found 3 data using marker like in short story with
the title The Ransom of Red Cief, 2 data in shor story with the tittle The
Match Girl,3 in short story with the title The Gift of The Magi.
b. As
The pattern of marker ―as‖ in simile also has variation. Based on
theory in chapter II Granger and Meunier (2008:127) the pattern of marker
as: as Adj/Adv as. Than, according to Veale et al (2016:81) the pattern of
as: as [P] as a [V]. In this research, the researcher found 1 data using marker
―as‖. in short story with the title The Ransom of Red Chief.
D. Interpretation
The research was conducted the use of simile marker in short story.
Here, the researcher want to find out the simile marker in O Henry short
stories and analyze the meaning of sentence in form of simile. The research
9 in O Henry short stories and the most dominant simile marker.
Based on the researcher interpretation. The writer use simile to give a
beauty effect to the short stories, so the story become more interesting and
imaginative by reading those short story. The readers can feel the situation
in the story and develop their imagination.Related to the finding above, it
can be seen that from simile marker of simile expression. , simile is the most
dominant type appearing in the short stories. Because the writer want to
describes something vividly by comparing two unlike things.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
A. Conclusion
A simile is a figure of speech which one thing is compared to
something else which connected by the words like or as, the purpose to give
an interest information and build good impression in the mind of reader
through comparison. However not all sentences contain the word ―like‖ or
―as‖ are similes. It must be examined the two things compared are different
thing or not, the simile is comparison between two items that different in
literal meaning but have similarity.
Based on the result data analysis and finding, the research question
had been answered. The research question of this research was, what are the
simile marker found on O Henry short story ―The Ransom of Red Chief,
The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The Magi‖?. The second research
question What are the meaning of simile expression in O Henry short story
―The Ransom of Red Chief, The Little Match Girl and The Gift of The
Magi‖. The researcher found 9 data were classification as simile. There were
8 data using marker like, there all of data using marker like based on
Granger and Meunier. The researcher were found 1 data using marker as.
B. Suggestion
Simile was an important thing to study by student especially in college
in case of face the future as a people which have more knowledge in
English. Meanwhile, for college students, this researcher finding would
useful for them in adding their knowledge about simile, the marker and the
40
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use of simile itself. Since, college students would studied about translation
and linguistic. This research would give an information that O Henry short
story was a good story that could use by them as a media in teaching
learning process. In addition, the researcher only did the research on
analyzing the marker.
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Appendix 1: O Henry short story

The Ransom of Red Chief
It looked like a good thing: but wait till I tell you. We were down South, in
Alabama—Bill Driscoll and myself—when this kidnapping idea struck us. It
was, as Bill afterwardexpressed it, ―during a moment of temporary mental
apparition‖; but we didn‘t find that out till later.
There was a town down there, as flat as a flannel-cake,and called Summit,
of course. It contained inhabitants of asundeleterious and self-satisfied class of
peasantry as ever clustered around a Maypole.
Bill and me had a joint capital of about six hundred dollars, and we
needed just two thousand dollars more to pull off a fraudulent town-lot scheme
inWestern Illinois with. We talked it over on the front steps of the hotel.
Philoprogenitiveness, says we, is strong in semi rural communities;therefore,
and for other reasons, a kidnapping project ought to do better there than in the
radius of newspapers that sendreporters out in plain clothes to stir up talk about
such things.
We knew that Summit couldn‘t get after us with anything stronger than
constables and, maybe, some lackadaisical bloodhounds and a diatribe or two
in the Weekly Farmers‘ Budget. So, it looked good.
We selected for our victim the only child of a prominent citizen named
Ebenezer Dorset. The father was respectable and tight, a mortgage fancier and
a stern, upright collection-plate passer and forecloser. The kid was a boy of ten,
with bas-relief freckles, and hair the colour of the cover of the magazine you
buy at the news-stand when you want to catch a train. Bill and me figured that
Ebenezer would melt down for a ransom of two thousand dollars to a cent. But
wait till I tell you.
About two miles from Summit was a little mountain, covered with a dense
cedar brake. On the rear elevation of this mountain was a cave. There we
stored provisions.
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One evening after sundown, we drove in a buggy past old Dorset‘s house.
The kid was in the street, throwing rocks at a kitten on the opposite fence.
―Hey, little boy!‖ says Bill, ―would you like to have a
bag of candy and a nice ride?‖
The boy catches Bill neatly in the eye with a piece of brick―That will
cost the old man an extra five hundred dollars,‖
says Bill, climbing over the wheel.
That boy put up a fight like a welter-weight cinnamon bear; but, at
last, we got him down in the bottom of the buggy and drove away. We took
him up to the cave, and I hitched the horse in the cedar brake. After dark I
drove the buggy to the little village, three miles away, where we had hired it,
and walked back to the mountain.
Bill was pasting court-plaster over the scratches and bruises on his
features. There was a fire burning behind the big rock at the entrance of the
cave, and the boy was watching a pot of boiling coffee, with two buzzard
tailfeathers stuck in his red hair. He points a stick at me when I come up, and
says:
―Ha! cursed paleface, do you dare to enter the camp of Red Chief,the
terror of the plains?‖
―He‘s all right now,‖ says Bill, rolling up his trousers and examining
some bruises on his shins. ―We‘re playing Indian. We‘re making Buffalo
Bill‘s show look like magic-lantern views of Palestine in the town hall. I‘m
Old Hank, the Trapper, Red Chief‘s captive, and I‘m to be scalped at daybreak.
By Geronimo! that kid can kick hard.‖
Yes, sir, that boy seemed to be having the time of his life. The fun of
camping out in a cave had made him forget that he was a captive himself. He
immediately christened me Snake eye, the Spy, and announced that, when his
braves returned from the warpath, I was to be broiled at the stake at the rising
of the sun.
Then we had supper; and he filled his mouth full of bacon and bread and
gravy, and began to talk. He made a during dinner speech something like this:
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―I like this fine. I never camped out before; but I had a
pet ‘possum once, and I was nine last birthday. I hate to go to school. Rats
ate up sixteen of Jimmy Talbot‘s aunt‘s speckled hen‘s eggs. Are there any real
Indians in these woods? I want some more gravy. Does the trees moving make
the wind blow? We had five puppies. What makes your nose so red, Hank? My
father has lots of money. Are the stars hot? I whipped Ed Walker twice,
Saturday. I don‘t like girls. You dassent catch toads unless with a string. Do
oxen make any noise? Why are oranges round? Have you got beds to sleep on
in this cave? Amos Murray has got six toes. A parrot can talk, but a monkey or
a fish can‘t. How many does it take to make twelve?‖
Every few minutes he would remember that he was a pesky redskin,
and pick up his stick rifle and tiptoe to the mouth of the cave to rubber for the
scouts of the hated pale face. Now and then he would let out a warwhoop that
made Old Hank the Trapper, shiver. That boy had Bill terrorized from the start.
―Red Chief,‖ says I to the kid, ―would you like to go
home?‖―Aw, what for?‖ says he. ―I don‘t have any fun at home. I hate to go
to school. I like to camp out. You won‘t take me back home again, Snake-eye,
will you?‖
―Not right away,‖ says I. ―We‘ll stay here in the cave a while.‖
―All right!‖ says he. ―That‘ll be fine. I never had such fun in all my life.‖
We went to bed about eleven o‘clock. We spread down some wide blankets
and quilts and put Red Chief between us.
We weren‘t afraid he‘d run away. He kept us awake for three hours,
jumping up and reaching for his rifle and screeching: ―Hist! pard,‖ in mine
and Bill‘s ears, as the fancied crackle of a twig or the rustle of a leaf revealed
to his young imagination the stealthy approach of the outlaw band. At last, I
fell into a troubled sleep, and dreamed that I had been kidnapped and chained
to a tree by a ferocious pirate with red hair.
Just at daybreak, I was awakened by a series of awful screams from
Bill. They weren‘t yells, or howls, or shouts, or whoops, or yawps, such as
you‘d expect from a manly set of vocal organs—they were simply indecent,
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terrifying, humili-ating screams, such as women emit when they see ghosts or
caterpillars. It‘s an awful thing to hear a strong, desperate, fat man scream
incontinently in a cave at daybreak.
I jumped up to see what the matter was. Red Chief was sitting on Bill‘s
chest, with one hand twined in Bill‘s hair. In the other he had the sharp caseknife we used for slicing bacon; and he was industriously and realistically
trying to take Bill‘s scalp, according to the sentence that had been pronounced
upon him the evening before.
I got the knife away from the kid and made him lie down again. But, from
that moment, Bill‘s spirit was broken. He laid down on his side of the bed, but
he never closed an eye again in sleep as long as that boy was with us. I dozed
off for a while, but along toward sun-up I remembered that Red
Chief had said I was to be burned at the stake at the rising of the sun. I
wasn‘t nervous or afraid; but I sat up and lit my pipe and leaned against a rock.
―What you getting up so soon for, Sam?‖ asked Bill.―Me?‖ says I.
―Oh, I got a kind of a pain in my shoulder. I thought sitting up would rest it.‖
―You‘re a liar!‖ says Bill. ―You‘re afraid. You was to be burned at
sunrise, and you was afraid he‘d do it. And he would, too, if he could find a
match. Ain‘t it awful, Sam? Do you think anybody will pay out money to get a
little imp like that back home?‖
―Sure,‖ said I. ―A rowdy kid like that is just the kind that parents dote
on. Now, you and the Chief get up and cook breakfast, while I go up on the top
of this mountain and reconnoitre.‖
I went up on the peak of the little mountain and ran my eye over the
contiguous vicinity. Over toward Summit I expected to see the sturdy
yeomanry of the village armed with scythes and pitchforks beating the
countryside for the das-tardly kidnappers. But what I saw was a peaceful
landscape dotted with one man ploughing with a dun mule. Nobody was
dragging the creek; no couriers dashed hither and yon, bringing tidings of no
news to the distracted parents. There was a sylvan attitude of somnolent
sleepiness pervading that section of the external outward surface of Alabama

48

that lay exposed to my view. ―Perhaps,‖ says I to myself, ―it has not yet been
discovered that the wolves have borne away the tender lambkin from the fold.
Heaven help the wolves!‖ says I, and I went down the mountain to breakfast.
When I got to the cave I found Bill backed up against the side of it,
breathing hard, and the boy threatening to smash him with a rock half as big as
a cocoanut.
―He put a red-hot boiled potato down my back,‖ explained Bill, ―and
then mashed it with his foot; and I boxed his ears. Have you got a gun about
you, Sam?‖
I took the rock away from the boy and kind of patched up the argument.
―I‘ll fix you,‖ says the kid to Bill. ―No man ever yet struck the Red Chief but
what he got paid for it. You better beware!‖
After breakfast the kid takes a piece of leather with strings wrapped
around it out of his pocket and goes outside the cave unwinding it.
―What‘s he up to now?‖ says Bill, anxiously. ―You don‘t think he‘ll
run away, do you, Sam?‖
―No fear of it,‖ says I. ―He don‘t seem to be much of a home body.
But we‘ve got to fix up some plan about the ransom. There don‘t seem to be
much excitement around Summit on account of his disappearance; but maybe
they haven‘t realized yet that he‘s gone. His folks may think he‘s spending the
night with Aunt Jane or one of the neighbours. Anyhow, he‘ll be missed today. To-night we must get a message to his father demanding the two thousand
dollars for his return.‖
Just then we heard a kind of war-whoop, such as David might have
emitted when he knocked out the champion Goliath. It was a sling that Red
Chief had pulled out of his pocket, and he was whirling it around his head.
I dodged, and heard a heavy thud and a kind of a sigh from Bill, like a
horse gives out when you take his saddle off. A niggerhead rock the size of
an egg had caught Bill just behind his left ear. He loosened himself all over and
fell in the fire across the frying pan of hot water for washing the dishes. I
dragged him out and poured cold water on his head for half an hour.
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By and by, Bill sits up and feels behind his ear and says: ―Sam, do you
know who my favourite Biblical character is?‖
―Take it easy,‖ says I. ―You‘ll come to your senses presently.‖
―King Herod,‖ says he. ―You won‘t go away and leave me here alone,
will you, Sam?‖
I went out and caught that boy and shook him until his freckles rattled.
―If you don‘t behave,‖ says I, ―I‘ll take you straight home. Now, are
you going to be good, or not?‖
―I was only funning,‖ says he sullenly. ―I didn‘t mean to hurt Old
Hank. But what did he hit me for? I‘ll behave, Snake-eye, if you won‘t send
me home, and if you‘ll let me play the Black Scout to day.‖
―I don‘t know the game,‖ says I. ―That‘s for you and Mr. Bill to decide.
He‘s your playmate for the day. I‘m going away for a while, on business. Now,
you come in and make friends with him and say you are sorry for hurting him,
or home you go, at once.‖
I made him and Bill shake hands, and then I took Bill aside and told him I
was going to Poplar Cove, a little village three miles from the cave, and find
out what I could about how the kidnapping had been regarded in Summit.
Also, I thought it best to send a peremptory letter to old man Dorset that day,
demanding the ransom and dictating how it should be paid.
―You know, Sam,‖ says Bill, ―I‘ve stood by you without batting an
eye in earthquakes, fire and flood in poker games, dynamite outrages, police
raids, train robberies and cyclones. I never lost my nerve yet till we kidnapped
that two-legged skyrocket of a kid. He‘s got me going. You won‘t leave me
long with him, will you, Sam?‖
―I‘ll be back some time this afternoon,‖ says I. ―You must keep the boy
amused and quiet till I return. And now we‘ll write the letter to old Dorset.‖

Bill and I got paper and pencil and worked on the letter while Red
Chief, with a blanket wrapped around him, strutted up and down, guarding the
mouth of the cave. Bill begged me tearfully to make the ransom fifteen
hundred dollars instead of two thousand. ―I ain‘t attempting,‖ says he, ―to
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decry the celebrated moral aspect of parental affection, but we‘re dealing with
humans, and it ain‘t human for anybody to give up two thousand dollars for
that forty-pound chunk of freckled wildcat. I‘m willing to take a chance at
fifteen hundred dollars. You can charge the difference up to me.‖
So, to relieve Bill, I acceded, and we collaborated a letter that ran this
way:
Ebenezer Dorset, Esq.:
We have your boy concealed in a place far from Summit. It is useless
for you or the most skilful detectives to attempt to find him. Absolutely, the
only terms on which you can have him restored to you are these: We demand
fifteen hundred dollars in large bills for his return; the money to be left at
midnight to-night at the same spot and in the same box as your reply as
hereinafter described. If you agree to these terms, send your answer in writing
by a solitary messenger to-night at half-past eight o‘clock. After crossing Owl
Creek, on the road to Poplar Cove, there are three large trees about a hundred
yards apart, close to the fence of the wheat field on the right-hand side. At the
bottom of the fence-post, opposite the third tree, will be found a small
pasteboard box.
The messenger will place the answer in this box and return immediately
to Summit.
If you attempt any treachery or fail to comply with our demand as
stated, you will never see your boy again.
If you pay the money as demanded, he will be returned to you safe and
well within three hours. These terms are final, and if you do not accede to them
no further communication will be attempted.
Two Desperate Men.
I addressed this letter to Dorset, and put it in my pocket. As I was about
to start, the kid comes up to me and says:
―Aw, Snake-eye, you said I could play the Black Scout while you was
gone.‖
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―Play it, of course,‖ says I. ―Mr. Bill will play with you. What kind
of a game is it?‖
―I‘m the Black Scout,‖ says Red Chief, ―and I have to ride to the
stockade to warn the settlers that the Indians are coming. I‘m tired of playing
Indian myself. I want to be the Black Scout.‖
―All right,‖ says I. ―It sounds harmless to me. I guess Mr. Bill will
help you foil the pesky savages.‖
―What am I to do?‖ asks Bill, looking at the kid suspiciously.
―You are the hoss,‖ says Black Scout. ―Get down on your hands and
knees. How can I ride to the stockade without a hoss?‖
―You‘d better keep him interested,‖ said I, ―till we get the scheme
going. Loosen up.‖
Bill gets down on his all fours, and a look comes in his eye like a
rabbit’s when you catch it in a trap.
―How far is it to the stockade, kid?‖ he asks, in a husky manner of
voice.
―Ninety miles,‖ says the Black Scout. ―And you have to hump
yourself to get there on time. Whoa, now!‖
The Black Scout jumps on Bill‘s back and digs his heels in his side. ―For
Heaven‘s sake,‖ says Bill, ―hurry back, Sam, as soon as you can. I

wish we hadn‘t made the ransom more than a thousand. Say, you quit kicking
me or I‘ll get up and warm you good.‖
I walked over to Poplar Cove and sat around the post office and store,
talking with the chawbacons that came in to trade. One whiskerando says that
he hears Summit is all upset on account of Elder Ebenezer Dorset‘s boy having
been lost or stolen. That was all I wanted to know. I bought some smoking
tobacco, referred casually to the price of black eyed peas, posted my letter
surreptitiously and came away. The postmaster said the mail-carrier would
come by in an hour to take the mail on to Summit.
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When I got back to the cave Bill and the boy were not to be found. I
explored the vicinity of the cave, and risked a yodel or two, but there was no
response.
So I lighted my pipe and sat down on a mossy bank to await
developments.
In about half an hour I heard the bushes rustle, and Bill wabbled out
into the little glade in front of the cave. Behind him was the kid, stepping softly
like a scout, with a broad grin on his face. Bill stopped, took off his hat and
wiped his face with a red handkerchief. The kid stopped about eight feet
behind him.
―Sam,‖ says Bill, ―I suppose you‘ll think I‘m a renegade, but I
couldn‘t help it. I‘m a grown person with masculine proclivities and habits of
self-defense, but there is a time when all systems of egotism and predominance
fail. The boy is gone. I have sent him home. All is off. There was martyrs in
old times,‖ goes on Bill, ―that suffered death rather than give up the particular
graft they enjoyed. None of ‘em ever was subjugated to such supernatural
tortures as I have been. I tried to be faithful to our articles of depredation; but
there came a limit.‖
―What‘s the trouble, Bill?‖ I asks him.
―I was rode,‖ says Bill, ―the ninety miles to the stockade, not barring
an inch. Then, when the settlers was rescued, I was given oats. Sand ain‘t a
palatable substitute. And then, for an hour I had to try to explain to him why
there was nothin‘ in holes, how a road can run both ways and what makes the
grass green. I tell you, Sam, a human can only stand so much. I takes him by
the neck of his clothes and drags him down the mountain. On the way he kicks
my legs black and blue from the knees down; and I‘ve got to have two or three
bites on my thumb and hand cauterized.
―But he‘s gone‖ continues Bill ―gone home. I showed him the road to
Summit and kicked him about eight feet nearer there at one kick. I‘m sorry we
lose the ransom; but it was either that or Bill Driscoll to the madhouse.‖
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Bill is puffing and blowing, but there is a look of ineffable peace and
growing content on his rose-pink features.
―Bill,‖ says I, ―there isn‘t any heart disease in your family, is there?‖
―No,‖ says Bill, ―nothing chronic except malaria and accidents. Why?‖
―Then you might turn around,‖ says I, ―and have a look behind you.‖
Bill turns and sees the boy, and loses his complexion and sits down

plump on the ground and begins to pluck aimlessly at grass and little sticks.
For an hour I was afraid for his mind. And then I told him that my scheme was
to put the whole job through immediately and that we would get the ransom
and be off with it by midnight if old Dorset fell in with our proposition. So Bill
braced up enough to give the kid a weak sort of a smile and a promise to play
the Russian in a Japanese war with him as soon as he felt a little better.
I had a scheme for collecting that ransom without danger of being
caught by counterplots that ought to commend itself to professional
kidnappers. The tree under which the answer was to be left and the money later
on was close to the road fence with big, bare fields on all sides. If a gang of
constables should be watching for any one to come for the note they could see
him a long way off crossing the fields or in the road. But no, sirree! At halfpast eight I was up in that tree as well hidden as a tree toad, waiting for the
messenger to arrive.
Exactly on time, a half-grown boy rides up the road on a bicycle,
locates the pasteboard box at the foot of the fence post, slips a folded piece of
paper into it and pedals away again back toward Summit.
I waited an hour and then concluded the thing was square. I slid down
the tree, got the note, slipped along the fence till I struck the woods, and was
back at the cave in another half an hour. I opened the note, got near the lantern
and read it to Bill. It was written with a pen in a crabbed hand, and the sum and
substance of it was this:

Two Desperate Men
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Gentlemen: I received your letter to-day by post, in regard to the ransom you
ask for the return of my son. I think you are a little high in your demands, and I
hereby make you a counter-proposition, which I am inclined to believe you
will accept. You bring Johnny home and pay me two hundred and fifty dollars
in cash, and I agree to take him off your hands. You had better come at night,
for the neighbours believe he is lost, and I couldn‘t be responsible for what
they would do to anybody they saw bringing him back.

Very respectfully,
Ebenezer Dorset
―Great pirates of Penzance!‖ says I; ―of all the impudent—‖
But I glanced at Bill, and hesitated. He had the most appealing look in his eyes
I ever saw on the face of a dumb or a talking brute.
―Sam,‖ says he, ―what‘s two hundred and fifty dollars, after all? We‘ve
got the money. One more night of this kid will send me to a bed in Bedlam.
Besides being a thorough gentleman, I think Mr. Dorset is a spendthrift for making
us such a liberal offer. You ain‘t going to let the chance go, are you?‖

―Tell you the truth, Bill,‖ says I, ―this little he ewe lamb has
somewhat got on my nerves too. We‘ll take him home, pay the ransom and
make our get-away.‖
We took him home that night. We got him to go by telling him that his
father had bought a silver-mounted rifle and a pair of moccasins for him, and
we were going to hunt bears the next day.
It was just twelve o‘clock when we knocked at Ebenezer‘s front door.
Just at the moment when I should have been abstracting the fifteen hundred
dollars from the box under the tree, according to the original proposition, Bill
was counting out two hundred and fifty dollars into Dorset‘s hand.
When the kid found out we were going to leave him at home he started
up a howl like a calliope and fastened himself as tight as a leech to Bill’s leg.
His father peeled him away gradually, like a porous plaster.
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―How long can you hold him?‖ asks Bill.
―I‘m not as strong as I used to be,‖ says old Dorset, ―but I think I can
promise you ten minutes.‖
―Enough,‖ says Bill. ―In ten minutes I shall cross the Central,
Southern and Middle Western States, and be legging it trippingly for the
Canadian border.‖And, as dark as it was, and as fat as Bill was, and as good a
runner as I am, he was a good mile and a half out of Summit before I could
catch up with him.
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Appendix 2: O Henry short story
The Little Match Girl
Most terribly cold it was: it snowed, and was nearly quite dark, and
evening- the last evening of the year. In this cold and darkness there went
along the street a poor little girl, bareheaded, and with naked feet. When she
left home she hd slippers on, it is true; but what was the good of that? They
were very large slippers, which her mother had hitherto worn; so large were
they; and the poor little thing lost them as she scuffeld away across the street,
because of two carriages that rolled by dreadfully fast.
One slipper was nowhere to be found; the other had been laid hold of
by an urchin, and off the ran with it: he tought it wuold do capaitally for a
cradle when he some day or other should have children himself. So the little
maiden walked on with her tiny naked feet, that were quite red and bluefrom
cold. She carried a quantity of matches in an apron, and she held a bundle of
them in her hand. Nobody had bought anything of her the whole livelong day;
no one had given her a single farthing.
She crept along trembling with cold and hunger- a very picture of
sorrow, the poor little thing!
The flakesof snow covered her long fair hair, which fell in beatiful
curls around her neck; but of that, ofcourse, she never once now thought. From
all the windows the candles were gleaming, and it smelt so deliciously of roast
goose. For you know it was new years Eve; yes, of that the thought.
In a corner formed by two houses, of which one advanced more than
the other, she seated herself downand cowered together. Her little feet she had
drawn close up to her. But she grew colder and colder, and to goi home she did
not venture, for she had not sold any matches and could not bring a farthing of
money; from her father she would certainly get blows, and at home it was cold
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too, for above her she had only the roog, thruoght which the wind whisled,
even thought the largest cracks were stopped up with straw and rags.
Her little hand were almost numed with cold. Oh! A match afford her a
world of comfort. If she only dared take a single one out of the bundle, draw it
againts the wall, and warm her fingers by it. She drew one out.” Rischt” how
it blazed, how it burnt! It was a warm, bright flame, like a candle, as she
held her hands over it: it was wonderful light. It seemed really to the little
maiden as thought she were sitting before a large iron stove, with burnished
brass feet and a brass ornament at top. The fire burned with such blassed
influence; it warmed so delighfully. The little girl had already stretched out her
feet to warm them too; but- the small flame went out, the stove vanished: she
had only the remains of the burn-out match in her hand.
She rubbed another againts the wall; it burned brigthly, and where the
light fell on the wall, there the wall became tranparent like a veil, so that
she could see into the room. On the table was speared a snow-white tablecloth;
upon it was splendid porcealin service, and the roast goose was steaming
famously with its stulfing of apple and dried plums. And what was still more
capital to behold was, the goose hopped down from the dish, reeled about on
the floor with knife and fork in its breast, till it came up to the poor little girl;
when- the match when out and nothing but the thick, cold, damp wall was left
behind. She lighted another match. Now there she was sitting under the most
magnificient Cristmas tree; it was still larger, and more decorated than the one
which she had seen throught the glass door in the rich marchant‘s house.
Thousands of lights were burning on the green branches, and gailycolored pictures, such as she had seen in the shop- windows, looked down
upon her. The little maiden stretched out her hands towords them when- the
match when out. The light of the Christmas three rose higher and higher, she
saw them now as stars in heaven; one fell dwon and formed along trail of fire.
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‗‘ someone is just dead!‖ said the little girl: for her old grandmother ,
the only person who had loved her, and who was now no more, had told her,
that when a star falls, a soul ascends to God.
She drew another match againts the wall : it was again light, and in the
lustre there stood the old granmother, so bright and radiant, so mild, and with
such an expression of love.
"Grandmother!" cried the little one. "Oh, take me with you! You go
away when the match burns out; you vanish like the warm stove, like the
delicious roast goose, and like the magnificent Christmas tree!" And she
rubbed the whole bundle of matches quickly against the wall, for she wanted to
be quite sure of keeping her grandmother near her. And the matches gave such
a briliant light that was brighter than at noon-day: never formely had the
grandmother been so beatiful and so tall. She took the little maiden, on her
arm, and both flew in brightness and in joy so high, so very hight, and then
above was neither cold, not hunger , nor anxiety- they were with God.
But in the corner, at the cold hour of dawn, sat the poor girl, with rosy
cheeks and with a smiling mouth, leaning against the wall--frozen to death on
the last evening of the old year. Stiff and stark sat the child there with her
matches, of which one bundle had been burnt. "She wanted to warm herself,"
people said. No one had the slightest suspicion of what beautiful things she had
seen; no one even dreamed of the splendor in which, with her grandmother she
had entered on the joys of a new year.
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Appendix 3: O Henry short story
The Gift of The Magi
One dollar and eighty seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it
was in pennoies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer
and the vegetable man and butcher until one‘s cheeks burned with the silent
imputation of parsimonythat such close dealing implied. Three times Della
counted it. One dollar and eighty sevent cents. And the next day would be
Christimas.
There was clearly nothing to do but flop dwon on the shabby little
couch and howl. So Della did it,. Which instigetis the moral reflection that life
is made up sobs, sniffles,and smiles,with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of home is gradually subsiding from the first stage
to the second, take alook at the home. A furnished flat at $8 per week. It did
not exactly beggar description, but it certainly had taht word on the lookout for
the mendicancy squad.
In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would g,
and electric button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring. Also
appertaining there untowas a card bearing the name ―Mr. James Dillingham
Young.‖
The ―Dillingham‖ had been flung to the breeze during a former period
of prosperty when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the
income was shrunk to $20, the letters of ―Dillingham‖ looked blurred, as
though they were thinking seriously of contracting to a modest and unassuming
D. But whenever Mr James Dilligham Young, already introduced to you as
Della. Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag.
She stood by the window and looked out dully at agray cat walking a gray
fence in a gray backyard. Tomorrow would be Christimas Day, and she had
only $1.87 with which to buy jim a present. She had been saving every penny
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she could for monts, with this result. Twenty dollars a week doesn‘t go far.
Expenses had been greater than the she had calculated. They always are. Only
$1.87 to buy a present for jim. Her jim. Many a happy hour she had spent
planning for something nice for him. Something fine and rare and sterling
something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honor of being owned by
jim.
There was a pier-glass between the windows of the room. Perhaps you
have seen a pier-glass in an $8 flat. A very thin and very agile person may, by
observing his reflection in a rapid sequence of longitudinal strips, obtain a
fairly accurate conception of his looks. Della, being slender had mastered the
art.
Now, there were to possession of the james Dillingham youngs in
which they both took mighty pride. One was jim‘s glod watch that had been his
father‘s and his grandfather‘s. The other was Della‘s hair. Had the Queen of
sheba lived in the flat accors the airshaft, Della would have let her hair hang
out the window some day to dry just to depreciate her majesty‘s jewels and
gifts. Had king solomon been the janitor, with all his teasures piled up in the
basement, jim would have pulled out his watch every time he passed, just to
see him pluckat his bread from envy.
So now della’s beautiful hair feel about her rippling and shining
like a cascade of a brown waters. It reached below her knee and made itself
almost a garment for her. And then she did up again nervously and quickly.
Once she faltered for a minute and stood still while a tear or two splashed on
the worn red carpet.
On went her old brown jacket, on went her old brown hat. Whit a whirl
of skirts and with the brilliant sparkle still in her eyes, she fluttered out the
door and dwon the stairs to the street.
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Where she stopped the sign read: ―Mme. Sofroine. Hair goods of all
kinds one flight up Della ran, and collected herself, panting. Madame. Take yer
hat off and let‘s have a sight at the looks of it.
Down rippled the brown cascade.
―twenty dollars, said Madame, lifting the mass with a practised hand.
― give it to me quick‖ said Della
Oh, and the next two hours tripped by on rosy wings. Forget the hashed
metaphor. She was ransacking the stores for jim‘s present.
She found it at last. It surely had been made for jim and no one else.
There was no other like it in any of the stores, and she had turned all of them
inside out. It was platinum fob chain simple and chaste in design, properly
proclaiming its value by substancealone not by merettricious ornamentation as
all good things should do. It was even worthy of the watch. As soon as she saw
it she knew that it must be jim‘s. It was like him. Quitness and value the
description applied to both. Twenty one dollars they took from her for it, and
she hurried home with the 87 cents. With that chain on his watch jim might be
properly anxious about the time in any company. Grand as the watch was, he
sometimes looked at it on the sly on account of the old leather strap that he
used in place of a chain.
When Della reached home her intoxication gave way a little to
prudence and reason. She got out her curling irons and lighted the gas and went
to work repairing the ravages made by generosity added to love. Which is
always a tremendous task, dear friends a mammoth task.
Within forty minutes her head was covered with tiny, close lying
curls that made her look wonderfully like a truant schoolboy. She looked at
her reflection in the mirror long, carefully, and critically.
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―if jim doesn‘t kill me‖ she said to herself, before he takes a second look at me, he‘ll
say i look like a coney island chours girl. But what could I do oh! What could I do with a
dollar and eighty seven cents

At 7 o‘clocok the coffee was made and the frying pan was on the back
of the stove hot and ready to cook the cops.
Jim was never late. Della doubled the fob chain in her hand and sat on
the corner of the table near the door that he always entered. Then she heard his
step on the stair away down on the first flight, and she turned white for just a
moment. She had a habit of saying little silent prayers about the simplest
everyday things, and now she whispered.‖ Please god, make him think I am
still pretty.
The door opened and jim stepped in a closed it. He looked him and very
serious. Poor fellow, he was only twenty two and to be burdened with a family
he neededa new overcoat and he was without gloves.
Jim stopped inside the door, as immovable as a setter at the scent of
quail. His eyes were fixed upon Della, and there was expression in them that
she could not read, and it terrifed her. It was not anger, nor surprise, nor
disapproval, nor horror, nor any of the sentiments that she had been prepared
for. He simply stared at her fixedly with that peculiar expression on his face.
Della wriggled off the table and went for him.
―jim, darling‖ she cried, don‘t look at me that way. I had may hair cut off and sold it because I
couldn‘t have lived through cristimas without giving you present. It‘‘ll grow out again you won‘t mind,
will you? Ijust had to do it. My hair grows awfully fast. Say ‗Merry Christimas!‘ jim, and let‘s be happy.
You don‘t know what a nice what a beautiful, nice gift I‘‘ve got for you.

You‘ve cut off your hair asked jim, loboriously, as if he had not arrived
at that patent fact yet even after the hardest mental labor.
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Out of his trance jim seemed quickly to wake. He enfolded his Della.
For ten Cut it off and sold it, said Della, don‘t you like me just as well,
anyhow? I‘m me without my hair,ain‘t I?
Jim looked about the room curiously.
― you say your hair is gone? He said, with an air almost of idiocy.

―you needn‘t look for it,‖ said Della. It‘s sold. I tell you sold and gone, too. It‘s Cristmas eve,
boy. Be good to me, for it went for you. Maybe the hairs of my head were numbered‖ she went on with a
suden serious sweetness, but

nobody could ever count my love for you. Shall I put the chops on, jim?
seconds let us regard with discreet scrutiny some inconsequential object
in the other direction. Eight dollars a week or million a year what is the
difference? A mathematician or a wit would give you the wrong answer. The
magi brought valuable gifts, but that was not among them. This dark assertion
will be illuminated later on.
Jim drew a package from his overcoat pocket and threw it upon the
table.
Don‘t make any mistake, Dell,‖ he said‖, about me. I don‘t think there‘s
anything in the way of a haircut or a shave or ashampoo that could make me
like my girl any less. But if you‘ll unwrap that package you may see you why
you had me going a while at first.
White fingers and nimble tore at the string and paper. And then an
ecstatic scream of joy, and then alas! A quick feminine change to
hystericaltears and wails, necessiating the immediate emploment of all the
comforting powers of the lord of the flat.
For there lay the combs the set of combs, side and back, tha Della had
worshipped for long in a broadway window. Beatiful combs, pure tortoise
shell, with jewelled rims just the shade to wear in the beautiful vanished hair.
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They were expensive combs, she knew, and her heart had simply craved and
yearned over them without the least hope of possession. And now, they were
hers, but the stresses that should have adorned the coveted adornments were
gone.
But she hugged them to her bosom, and at length she was able to look
up with dim eyes and a smile and say. My hair grows so fast, jim!
And then Della leaped up like a little singed cat and cried,‖Oh, oh!
Jim had not yet seen his beatiful present. She held it out to him eagerly
upon her open palm. The dull precious metal seemed to flash with a reflection
of her bright and ardent spirit.
―Isn‘t it a dandy, jim? I hunted all over town to find it. You‘ll have to
look at the time a hundred times a day now. Give me your watch. I want to see
how it looks on it.
Instead of obeying, jim tumbled down on the couch and put his hands
under yhe back of his head and smiled.
―Dell,‖ said he, let‘s put our Christmas present away an keep‘em a while.
They‘re too nice to use just at present. I sold the watch to get the money to buy
your combs. And now suppose you put the chops on.
The magi, as you know, were wise men wonderfully wise men who
brought gifts to the babe in the manger. They invented the art of giving
Cristmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise ones, possibly
bearing the privilege of exchange in case of duplication. And hare I have
lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat
who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasure of their
house. But in a last word to the wise of these days let it be said that of all who
give gifts these two were the wisest. Of all who give and receive gifts, such as
they are wisest. Eveywhere they are wisest. They are the magi.
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Appendix 4: life of O Henry

O. Henry was born September 11, 1862, near Greensboro, North
Carolina. He moved to Texas in 1882. He first settled in Cotulla, where he
worked on a ranch as a sheep herder, before making his way to Austin in 1884.
There he met Athol Estes Roach, with whom he shared an affinity for singing
and playing music. They eloped in 1887. That same year, Porter got a job as a
draftsman at the Texas General Land Of fice. During the four-year period he
was employed there, Athol gave birth to a daughter named Margaret. In 1891,
out of work at the Land Office, Porter was hired as a teller at the First National
Bank of Austin. Soon thereafter, the Porter family moved into the Queen
Anne-style cottage that now serves as the O. Henry Museum.
Business between the bank and its clients was conducted in a fast and
loose manner. This led to inconsistencies in Porter's books, which were
revealed when a federal banking examiner arrived on the scene in 1894. It's
still up for debate whether Porter had siphoned money for his personal use, or
whether his competing interest in writing, illustrating, and publishing his
weekly humor rag The Rolling Stone made him inept as a banker. Regardless,
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Porter was convicted of embezzlement, and in 1898 he began a five-year
sentence in federal prison in Columbus,Ohio.
During this time, Porter earnestly as sumed the pen name O. Henry and
set about transforming himself into the famed short story writer who would go
on to author such universal classics as "Gift of the Magi," "The Ransom of Red
Chief," Upon his release from prison, Porter relocated to New York City,
where he enjoyed a considerable amount of success before succumbing to
cirrhosis on June 5, 1910. To this day, Porter's stories, known for their twist
endings, continue to resonate with readers around the world.

